
The Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD) is constructing a new water treatment system to provide Comox 
Valley residents with a secure supply of reliable, high quality drinking water for decades to come. Below 
are some questions and answers about this important project.

The Need
Why is a new water treatment system needed? 

The Comox Valley Water System, which provides drinking water to 45,000 residents, is not compliant with the provincial 
surface water treatment objectives guideline. As a result, the current operating permit, issued by Island Health, requires 
a new water treatment system to be constructed. 

The new system will deliver three main benefits: 
• Eliminate the need for turbidity-related boil water notices
• Remove the risk of viruses and bacteria in our drinking water
• Provide a secure supply of reliable, high quality drinking water for decades to come

The Timing
When will the new water treatment system be complete?
Construction began in Fall 2019 and the new system will be operational in 2021.

What has happened on the project so far?
2015/2016: The CVRD undertook extensive analysis of available filtration options and public engagement on the 
water intake, treatment and conveyance options, resulting in the Project Definition Report (PDR).

Early 2017: The CVRD hired Opus International to further analyze capital costs, review the design-build approach and 
confirm the project’s parameters and scope, resulting in the Indicative Design Report.

March 2018: The CVRD received electoral support, through an Alternative Approval Process, for borrowing up to $29 
million to pay project costs not expected to be covered by reserves or grant funding. 

September 2018: The K’ómoks First Nation (KFN) and the CVRD signed a 
Mutual Benefit Agreement confirming cooperation and collaboration in the 
management of water resources in the region.

November 2018: The Government of Canada and Province of B.C 
announced their financial support of the project.
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2018/2019: The CVRD finalized all required land 
acquisitions, land use/right of way agreements with 
land owners impacted by project infrastructure, secured 
water license approvals and the necessary permits for 
construction.

Early 2019: The CVRD sought input about proposed 
recreational facilities at the site of the new water 
treatment plant given its proximity to Bevan Trail and the 
Puntledge Trail Network. 

May 2019: Proposals for the Design-Build of the project 
were submitted by three pre-qualified Proponents. 

July 2019: Contract was awarded to AECON Water 
Infrastructure and a Design-Build Agreement was signed. 
The project officially moved into the construction phase.

October 2019: A construction kick-off celebration was held 
at Comox Lake with K’ómoks First Nation, marking official 
ground-breaking for the project. 

The Cost
How much will it cost to build the new water treatment system?
Construction of the new water treatment system is estimated to cost $126 million. 

How will it be paid for?
Reserves and grant funding will cover at least 77 per cent of total projects costs, and the CVRD plans to borrow 
up to $29 million over a maximum of 25 years to finance the remaining share of the project construction costs. 
Electoral support for the borrowing was attained through an Alternative Approval Process in March 2018.

How much will this cost me as a ratepayer?
The cost of borrowing up to $29 million will mean an increase in bulk water 
rates for users of the Comox Valley Water System. Only those connected to the 
Comox Valley Water System will be responsible for paying for the new system, 
at an average cost estimated at $86 per household/year.
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Next Steps
The construction phase of the project includes:



The New System
What will the new system include?
The new treatment plant will use filtration, ultra-violet 
treatment and chlorination to remove the risk of bacteria, 
parasites and viruses from the water and eliminate the 
need for turbidity-related boil water notices. 

The new water treatment system will consist of a new:

• Lake intake
• Underground raw-water pump station 
• Raw water pipeline from the pump station to the  

water treatment plant
• Water Treatment Plant including filtration and disinfection
• Treated water pipeline from the water treatment plant to the existing water distribution system. 

What will the new water treatment 
plant look like?
The new treatment plant/operations centre will feature:

• K’ómoks First Nation inspired design elements
• Sustainable landscape design that integrates with the 

natural environment
• Wood and other local, renewable materials
• Minimal and rustic trail head facilities, including 

graveled parking area for trail users
• New gravel trail that connects the parking area to the 

existing trail network

Info about the water treatment project is available at:

Website: comoxvalleyrd.ca/watertreatment or connectcvrd.ca/
watertreatment

Email: engineeringservices@comoxvalleyrd.ca

Phone: 250-334-6000 to talk with a member of the project team
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