
Comox Valley Water
Distribution Services 
Merger Project

The Comox Valley Regional District is moving forward on merging the six current water distribution 
services into one expanded Comox Valley service. The Comox Valley (function 305), Sandwick 
(306), Greaves Crescent (309), Arden (311), England Road (314) and Marsden/Camco (317) 
services will be merged as of January 1, 2019.

Benefits

Currently, the six water distribution services are managed separately and independently. This 
means long range planning for water use is done on an area-by-area basis, rather than looking at 
the water system as a whole. It also means each service requires separate planning, budgeting 
and utility bill preparation. 

Merging the services will result in economic efficiencies by:
•  Allowing for holistic and comprehensive planning and decision making  

for the entire water system
•  Reducing the financial burden for small service areas in the case of  

unplanned/emergency repairs
• Simplifying communication on water system issues and billing process
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The CVRD recognizes that each service area has raised funds, with the expectation of using 
those funds in the area in which they are collected. As the six services are merged into one,  
it is important to ensure that each area contributes to capital assets in an equitable manner. 

Each of the six service areas have different amounts in their reserves. The CVRD Board has 
adopted the Financial Fairness for Capital Assets Policy to ensure that each service area 
contributes equitably towards a common reserve fund.

Equalization Parcel Tax

Each areas’ existing capital works reserves will be brought to an equitable level through a new 
equalization parcel tax. This parcel tax will be unique to each area, reflecting the different levels 
in each areas’ reserves. The maximum amount any property owner will pay is $197 per year, and 
the majority of property owners will pay less than that. 

The target is to bring all areas to an equitable level in five years, with the exception of Sandwick, 
which will achieve equity in ten years. Collecting these parcel taxes will provide funds for replacing 
capital assets and funding system upgrades on a more coordinated and proactive basis. 

Updates to Existing Parcel Tax

One additional change that results from this service merger will be to eliminate the existing 
frontage tax for many Comox Valley properties and replace it with a parcel tax. The parcel tax 
amount will be $60 per year and collected with other property taxes in July of each year.

Full details of the equalization parcel tax and other rates for each specific area will be
distributed in the April 2019 utility bills.

For More Information:
Call us at: 250-334-6033 or email:
utilities@comoxvalleyrd.ca

For more information on the Comox Valley Water Distribution Services Merger, 
visit: comoxvalleyrd.ca/watermerger


