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Guidelines
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Emergency Plans and Guidelines



Presentation Objectives

1. Better understanding of the evacuation 
process

2. Increased confidence in the ability of 
responders to help during an evacuation

3. Know what you as a resident can do to help
4. An opportunity to ask questions



Acronyms

• IC – Incident Commander
• ICP – Incident Command Post
• EOC – Emergency Operations Centre
• EMBC – Emergency Management BC
• ESS – Emergency Support Services



TITLE PAGE





Location of Critical Information

• Evacuation Checklist – Section 3
• Door to Door Notifications – Section 4
• Traffic Control Checklist – Section 6
• Maps – Section 8



SECTION 8
Maps



Evacuation Zones





Possible Emergency Parking Sites



SECTION 1
General Information



Legal Authorities

• Emergency Program Act
• The legal authority that allows a local authority to order an 

evacuation. 
• Section 12(1) - The head of a local authority or designate is 

permitted to declare a state of local emergency
• A SoLE gives access to special powers, including the power to 

cause an evacuation, Section 10(1)(h).



Three Types of Evacuation

Evacuations can be done in three ways: 
1. Self-Evacuation



Three Types of Evacuation

Evacuations can be done in three ways: 
1. Self-Evacuation
2. Tactical Evacuation



Three Types of Evacuation

Evacuations can be done in three ways: 
1. Self-Evacuation
2. Tactical Evacuation
3. Strategic Evacuation



Three Stage Evacuation Process

 

Stage 1: 
EVACUATION 

ALERT 

Stage 2: 
EVACUATION 

ORDER 

Stage 3: 
EVACUATION 

RESCIND 



Shelter-in-Place

• Shelter-in-Place should be the first option for protecting 
individuals from a threat, when reasonable.



Evacuation Roles and 
Responsibilities

• Site Level
• Incident Commander

• Management of all site specific operations

• RCMP
• Support the evacuation process
• Traffic control
• Security / law and order

• Site Support Level - Local Authority (EOC)
• Declaring a SoLE
• Issuing Alerts & Orders
• Managing information, documents, and monitoring costs



Population

• General Population
• Little to no difficulty

• At-Risk Population
• No physical disability
• Difficulty evacuating without assistance
• May include the homeless

• Persons with Disabilities
• May have difficulty with physical surroundings, debris
• May require alternate transportation



Domestic Animals and Livestock

• Pet and livestock owners must make every effort to be 
self-sufficient in emergencies or disasters

• The care of people will always take priority



Evacuation Considerations for 
Domestic Animals (Pets)



Evacuation Routes

• Each Evacuation Zone has Evacuation Routes
• These may be deemed unsafe during an emergency
• To avoid congestion we encourage ride-sharing
• Other options may be bus or marine



Assembly Points



Marine Landing Sites



Reception Centres



Reception Centres
R1 – Elkhaven Children’s Camp, 2325 Northwest Rd

Note:  Elkhaven may also be used by BC Wildfire Service to house personnel during 
a large scale fire

R2 – Denman Island Community Hall, 1071 Northwest Rd

R3 – Denman Island Activity Centre, 1111 Northwest Rd

R4 – Denman Island Old School Centre, 5901 Denman Rd

Additional reception centre locations have been identified across the 
regional district and could also be activated if required.



SECTION 2
Communications



SECTION 2 COMMUNICATIONS

• Who do we need to communicate with?
• What is the message we want to 

communicate?
• How are we going to deliver that 

message?



EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

• Amateur Radio Communications
• Public & Media Communications



Methods of Notification
These may include:
• Door-to-door notifications
• Social Media
• Local Radio
• Public Address Systems (fire and police vehicles)
• CVRD Emergency Notification System (registration required)
• Telephone network or tree (i.e. Neighbourhood Coordinators)
• CVRD web site (www.comoxvalleyrd.ca)
• Call Centre
• TTY (teletypewriter) messages
• Media, utilizing close captioning and sign language interpreters



SECTION 3
Evacuation Checklist









SECTION 4
Door-to-door 
Notifications



SECTION 4 Door-To-Door 
Notifications

Photo courtesy of CKPG Today



The Evacuation Log



Evacuation Log & Coloured Tape



SECTION 5
Transportation



Private Vehicles



Buses



Marine Transport



Helicopters



BC Ferries

• Larger ramps and/or berths between HI & DI
• May be restricted to emergency resources & evacuees
• BC Ferries not responsible for directing traffic
• May restrict vehicles to increase pedestrian capacity
• Pets allowed



SECTION 6
Traffic Control



SECTION 6 Traffic Control

Photo by Chris Bolin / www.chrisbolin.ca



Access Control & Security



Choke Points



Evacuation Traffic Control Checklist



Traffic Control Forms



SECTION 7
Re-entry & Recovery



EOC Recovery Unit

• Assesses requirements for assistance for 
the community and individuals

• Identifies short-term and long-term relief 
efforts to speed recovery



Re-Entry & Recovery Guides
1. Recovery Guide for Local Authorities and First 

Nations
2. Considerations for Community Re-entry
3. Further Considerations for Community Re-entry
4. Managing Access to Areas Under Evacuation Order
5. Financial Assistance for Emergency Response and 

Recovery Costs

Search:  EMBC Local Emergency Guidelines



SECTION 9
Dwellings And 

Population By Zone





SECTION 10
Resources



SECTION 10 - Resources
Fire Departments Fire Dispatch BC Wildfire RCMP

Medical Services Public Clinics Doctors Ambulance

Hospital Search & Rescue Coast Guard Public Transit

School Buses Private Transportation Helicopters Float Planes

Ferries Private Security Fuel Sources Potable Water Sources

Schools Lodging Community Buildings Food Sources

Food Coordinators Ministry of  Trans. Traffic Control Radio / TV

Portable Bathrooms Tow trucks Private Boats Heavy Equipment





Moving Forward

• Tabletop exercise for each island in 2021
• Larger exercise in 2022
• Full review of the guidelines in 2022



What You Can Do

1. Be FireSmart
2. Be Prepared
3. NEPP

1. Edi Johnston / Ph. 250-335-2689 / Email: 
edijohnston@gmail.com

4. Sign up for Emergency Notifications



Register for Connect Rocket 
Emergency Notifications
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