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Regional Growth Strategy (RGS)

Proposed definition:

“Housing is affordable when it does not cost more 

than 30% of a household's gross monthly income. 

Affordable non-market housing is housing that is 

affordable to households in the lowest 30% of 

household income distribution, and is restricted by 

deed and/or covenant to be permanently affordable. 

Affordable market housing is housing that is made 

affordable through the provision of modestly 

apportioned multifamily or small lot housing.”



Comox Valley Sustainability 

Strategy (CVSS)
Proposed actions:

1. Develop a region-wide Housing Task Force & 

Strategy to promote housing diversity & affordability

2. Work with developers & residents through the 

Official Community Plan (OCP) process, to identify 

suitable housing types and locations

3. Encourage all local jurisdictions to amend their 

zoning bylaws to make secondary suites and 

accessory dwelling units permissible



CVSS (Continued)

4. Develop a region-wide secondary suite & 

accessory dwelling policy & guidelines

5. Explore issues & opportunities around allowing 

some multi-family developments in town 

center areas to have “lock-offs” and “suites 

within a suite”

6. Create regional Affordable Housing Guidelines 

that outline existing policies, programs & tools 

available



CVSS (Continued)

7. Identify opportunities for greater regional 

cooperation amongst member municipalities, 

agencies & levels of government with regards 

to Housing Funds, Land Banking, Housing 

Organizations & other partnerships

8. Work with the development community to 

create policies, guidelines & incentives



Rural Comox Valley OCP Bylaw, 1998

• Document is now 12 years old

• Identifies how to provide and support affordable 

housing:

Area 'A„ Electoral Area Plan (EAP)

• “Secondary suites shall be allowed in all residential 

zones”

Area 'B„ EAP & Greenways Plan

• “Second dwellings are supported to meet objectives 

of family values & affordable housing”



OCP Bylaw, 1998 (Continued)

Area 'C„ EAP, LAP& Greenways

• “Second dwellings are supported to meet objectives 

of family values & affordable housing. The intent of 

this plan is to allow second dwellings on non-ALR 

and non-FLR parcels while ending speculative 

pressure- for subdivision of parcels with second 

dwellings to lot sizes smaller than allowed in the 

zoning.”



Comox Valley Zoning Bylaw, 2005

Additional Accessory Housing

• Identifies secondary suites, carriage houses & 

secondary dwellings as additional housing types that 

may be permitted

• 10 zones that allow these 3 types of housing

Residential One (R-1) Residential One B (R-1B)

Residential One D (R-1D) Residential Two (R-2)

Residential Rural (R-RU) Country Residential One (CR-1)

Country Residential One A (CR-1A) Kensington CD Zone (K-CD)

Rural Eight (RU-8) Rural Twenty (RU-20)



Kensington

Density Bonus Provision
• Comprehensive Development Areas 1, 3 & 5 have 

density bonus provisions to encourage the 

development of affordable housing units/lots

• Single family: for each donated serviced single family 

lot in CDA-1, 4 and 5, 2 single family lots can be 

added in CDA-2 and 3, up to 60 maximum

• Multi-family: for each donated unit or serviced parcel 

in CDA-4 and 5, 3 multi-family units can be added in 

CDA-2 and 3, up to 360-405 units
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