
On June 18, residents and homeowners in Phase 1 of the south sewer 
project (SSP) voted against moving forward with the proposed community 
wastewater system as presented. On behalf of the Comox Valley Regional 
District (CVRD), the project team wants to thank all of those people who took 
the time to be informed on the project and to vote on referendum day, or by 
mail-in or advance voting.

With the referendum completed, there are many questions about what will 
happen next. Not all of them can be answered at this time. However, there are 
some updates that can be shared:

• Considering next steps: The project will pause for a few months as 
the CVRD connects with project partners, funders, regulators and other 
parties. It is not yet known whether the existing grant funding and 
financial contribution – which covered over 60 per cent of the project’s 
costs – will be retained, however, that will need to be confirmed before 
the next steps for the SSP can be determined. 

• Protect the environment: The CVRD remains committed to resolving the 
environmental impacts due to malfunctioning on-site systems in the area. 
Regionally, review/research is underway on a program to ensure failing 
septic systems are identified and replaced. 

Whichever way the CVRD moves forward with wastewater management in 
the area, consultation with the community will continue. While there will be 
little news in the coming few months, the project team will provide updates 
both via newsletters, local media and the website in the fall of 2016.
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Post-referendum: Next steps for the south sewer project

Moving Ahead Together

BY THE NUMBERS: REFERENDUM RESULTS

On June 18, roughly 960 people came out to vote: 43 per cent of the estimated eligible voters for the area.

The results:

Question 1: 
South Sewer Service and Loan Authorization Bylaws

Question 2: 
Partnership Agreement

YES

NO

YES

NO

282 votes cast

681 votes cast

29% 25%

71% 75%

238 votes cast

729 votes cast



You Ask, We Answer
Will the project proceed if more grant funding can be 
found?
Over the past few years the CVRD has fully explored all possible grant 
funding opportunities to line up the estimated 62 per cent grant funding 
and financial contribution achieved for the proposal that went before 
the public on June 18. It is not yet known whether this funding will be 
available given the fact the associated deadlines are now unachievable. 
Moving forward the project team will likely have to start seeking new 
funding sources, possibly with a new project concept identified via a 
restarted liquid waste management planning (LWMP) process. The 
CVRD will be considering the implications of the referendum results in 
the coming weeks to determine possible next steps. 

My septic system is failing – will inspections and 
replacement be required right away?
Separate from the SSP, the CVRD is looking at ways to reduce the 
environmental impact of failing on-site septic systems in all of its 
rural areas. Investigating programs to ensure that failing systems are 
identified and replaced is a priority for the regional district moving 
forward. There is still work to do to identify an appropriate path forward 
and the CVRD is committed to engaging with the community moving 
forward and highlighting education as a key component to any new 
initiative.

 

About this newsletter

This newsletter is issued by the Comox Valley Regional District. Its goal is to 
provide updates on wastewater management solutions in the south region.

This newsletter is published quarterly (or as updates arise) and is distributed to 
property owners in the Baynes Sound area, posted online at  
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/southsewer and available via e-mail on request. 
Please send comments and questions to the south sewer project team at 
southsewer@comoxvalleyrd.ca or:

Comox Valley Regional District
600 Comox Road, Courtenay, BC  V9N 3P6

Contact Us
Phone: 250-871-6100 
Email: southsewer@comoxvalleyrd.ca
The project office is open to the public 
Thursdays, 12:00–4:00 p.m., 3843 
Livingstone Road

Learn More  
Webpage:
www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/southsewer
Social Media: 
@comoxvalleyrd

WHY A REFERENDUM?

• Tight deadlines for grants made 
it impossible for the LWMP – 
which requires multiple stages 
of review by senior levels of 
government – to be used as a 
way to approve borrowing for 
this large project.

• Ten years had passed since the 
previous, successful referendum 
and much had changed, a new 
referendum was the only way to 
provide authorization in the short 
time frame available.

• The need for improved 
wastewater treatment in the area 
is high. With a solid proposal 
in place, it was important that 
the CVRD gave the community 
an opportunity to consider this 
technically and practically sound 
sewer treatment proposal.

The SSP project team spoke to hundreds of residents in the months leading up to the June referendum.


