
The Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD) is moving forward with next steps in identifying a solution for wastewater 

management in the Royston/Union Bay area. 

Those steps include a significant review and evaluation of potential alternatives to the south sewer project before a 

proposed approach is brought forward for consideration to the CVRD board by late 2016/early 2017.

“We respect entirely the voice of the community that we heard through the referendum vote,” states Ryan O’Grady, 

manager of liquid waste planning for the CVRD. “That’s why we need to look at alternatives that will protect the natural 

environment in the area in a cost effective manner which the community supports.”
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An update on wastewater management initiatives for Royston and Union Bay from the liquid waste planning project team.

Evaluating alternatives for wastewater management in south region

You Ask, We Answer

Q: Now that the south sewer project is not moving 
forward as planned, what happens to all the work 
completed to date?
A: Regardless of how a wastewater solution is rolled out in the south 
region, the work done to date has provided both valuable foundational 
knowledge about the area as well as critical evaluation material that, 
depending on the selected alternative, could be directly relevant to 
future work. Feedback from residents over the process has also offered 
insights about potential approaches to be considered.

Most importantly, all of the work was necessary as part of the due 
diligence required to responsibly evaluate and assess the project as it 
was proposed.

• Alternatives could range from policy changes to amended infrastructure 

options or a combination of the two. A technical evaluation of possible paths 

forward is currently underway, along with discussions with stakeholders and 

partners.

• Key to this process is ongoing discussions with funding agencies who had 

committed contributions to the previously proposed project. The goal is to 

determine whether some of this money can be reallocated.

• The community will continue to be informed via these newsletters, website, 

and social media as updates are available. This may mean longer breaks 

between communications from the project team in the next six months as 

review work is underway.

Background information can still be found at www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/

southsewer or by contacting the project office (info on page 2).



Changes inside and out at project office
Residents in the Royston neighbourhood may have noticed some 

changes recently at the CVRD office on the corner of Royston and 

Livingstone roads. Some changes have been made both inside and 

outside of the office.

• Ryan O’Grady has started as the new manager of liquid waste 

planning. Ryan joins the CVRD with extensive experience in waste 

management working for government throughout western Canada. 

An engineer and agrologist (certified professional in areas including 

agriculture, environment and resource management), Ryan is excited 

to be part of the Comox Valley community. 

• Kris La Rose has moved into a new position as senior manager of water 

and wastewater services. Ryan and Kris work in the engineering 

services branch of the CVRD, both reporting directly to Marc Rutten, 

general manager of engineering services. 

• To reflect the many projects that the team on Livingstone Road 

are responsible for, the office has been renamed the liquid waste 

planning office. Signage changes are now complete on the outside 

of the building. 

About this newsletter

This newsletter is issued by the Comox Valley Regional District. Its goal is to provide 
updates on wastewater management solutions in the south region.

This newsletter is published as updates arise and is distributed to property owners 
in the Baynes Sound area, posted online at www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/southsewer 
and available via e-mail on request. Please send comments and questions to the 
south sewer project team at 
southsewer@comoxvalleyrd.ca or:

Comox Valley Regional District
600 Comox Road, Courtenay, BC  V9N 3P6

Contact Us
Phone: 250-871-6100 
Email: southsewer@comoxvalleyrd.ca

Learn More  
Webpage:

www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/southsewer

Social Media: 

@comoxvalleyrd

“I look forward to meeting members of the 
community in the coming months as we look at 
solutions for waste management both in Royston/
Union Bay and beyond.” 

– Ryan O’Grady, manager of liquid waste planning

REVISED OFFICE HOURS

For nearly two years the south 
sewer project office has had 
standing open office hours each 
week as part of the consultation 
and outreach for the LWMP. 
The project team continues to 
welcome questions or comments 
while the CVRD reviews and 
considers next steps for the area. 
In place of standing open office 
hours, residents are encouraged 
to contact the liquid waste 
planning office (contact info 
below) to set up a meeting with 
one of the team members to talk 
about a particular area of interest. 

PlaceSpeak Completed
With nearly 100 participants and over 140 comments/

questions posted, the PlaceSpeak online discussion 

page is now wrapping up. 

The online tool was rolled out as part of the consultation around the 

creation of the south region liquid waste management plan (LWMP). 

Feedback from many people, including those comments/questions 

shared on PlaceSpeak, helped with the creation of the first stage of the 

LWMP.

The discussion board was also a helpful tool during the referendum 

process, with many people asking questions about the project proposal 

in advance of making their voting decision.

While the review process continues, the project team wrapped up the 

PlaceSpeak forum as of September 30, 2016. Participants connected 

to the discussion topic were advised of the change at the beginning of 

September. All of the comments have been saved and will form part of 

the record for the south sewer project and south region LWMP.

Any questions or comments can still be shared with the project team via 

phone or email.


