
7200-20 / Mt. Washington 

Notes of the meeting of the Mount Washington Fire Service Steering Group held on August 25, 2017 
at 550B Comox Road, Courtenay commencing at 10:05 am. 

PRESENT:  
Ken Armour Beaufort Heights 
Lana Blair Strata 799 
Peter Gibson Mt. Washington Alpine Resort 
Wendy Woodley Strata 799 
Dick Zandee Strata 799 
George Trousdell Mt. Washington Alpine Resort 
T. Ian Smith, General Manager of Community Services CVRD 
J. Bast, Manager of Fire Services CVRD 
S. Speed, Recording Secretary CVRD 

Meeting commenced at 10:05 am. 

ITEMS 
New Item – Draft Implementation Schedule 
CVRD staff introduced a draft implementation schedule for review and discussed timelines and the 
effects of costs for the building that could be higher than anticipated. Staff explained that they have 
secured a fire truck at a reasonable price and are in the process of securing a service provider. 

Terms of Reference 
CVRD staff gave a review of the Terms of Reference and thanked the group for their input. The 
group agreed to schedule meetings to occur every two months and it was requested that the meetings 
start earlier in the day. J. Bast will send a meeting schedule.  

The group discussed the need for more diverse membership of property owners and the vacancy that 
needs to be filled. W. Woodley was elected Project Community Liaison and will reach out to residents 
in search of volunteers. 

Construction Costs 
CVRD staff reviewed the construction costs memo and explained that the estimates for construction 
are higher than anticipated and that could postpone the timing of construction. G. Trousdell will send 
I. Smith the information he has on the building that was just built on Mt. Washington. 

Staff explained that one option is to build a temporary building that the CVRD could purchase back 
when the time comes to build the permanent building. The group discussed the desire to move 
forward with a permanent building rather than an interim one. 

Training Costs for 799 Fire Brigade 
Staff explained that the CVRD doesn’t have the authority to provide funding through the Mt 
Washington fire protection service, for training a private fire brigade.   It was suggested that members 
could join the contracted fire department and receive training though the department. Staff explained 
that it may be possible for the 799 fire brigade to apply for funding through the GIA Funding 
program.  
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Hydrant Snorkels 
The group agreed it would be beneficial to purchase and install hydrant snorkels on the 12 hydrants 
within the Village that aren’t accessible when it snows. D. Zandee will send contact information for a 
local supplier of snorkels to J. Bast. J. Bast stated that he would like to develop an agreement with Mt. 
Washington to clarify the rolls and responsibilities regarding usage of the hydrants and make it clear 
that the CVRD owns the snorkels. It is also very important the Chief of the servicing fire department 
is involved in the purchase of the snorkels. 
 
Maximum Requisition Question 
CVRD staff presented the maximum requisition memo, and clarified the maximum requisition 
question. That is: the “Costs” text used in the information package and newsletter that went to the 
property owners prior to the referendum used the example only of a residence with an assessed value 
of $200,000.  
 
Based on the example assessed value of $200k, each resident can calculate their own possible tax levy 
based on their own assessed value. 
  
For the example unit described, the maximum tax rate of $1.15 / $1000 of assessed value would yield 
a tax levy of $230…… ($1.15 X $200,000/$1000= $230). 
 
If a resident has an assessed value of $400k, the maximum tax levy would be $460 ….($1.15 X 
$400,000 / $1000 = $460). 
 
Since the time of the referendum, nothing has changed with the approved maximum tax rate and the 
levies that are being collected are within the maximum rate as approved by the referendum.  
 
Staff also clarified that the term of 10 years is the mortgage term to pay back the money borrowed to 
build the building.  
 
Group members can direct inquiries to CVRD staff. 
 
Update:  Meeting with New Resort Owners 
CVRD staff explained that the July 25th meeting with the Mt. Washington resort owners was 
informational only. The topics discussed were: 
 

 “Fire Hall” vs “Emergency Services” building  
 Working with new owners to build fire service that can grow with proposed development 
 Possibility of a temporary structure 
 Possibility of locating the building on a larger piece of property 

 
The group recommended to plan the permanent construction on the lot that’s already there and 
agreed that the highest priority right now is for the service agreement to be put in place. Another 
temporary option discussed was to store the fire truck behind a fenced area in the warmer weather 
and bring it down the mountain in the winter months.  
 
It was requested that CVRD staff keep the group informed of communications between them and 
the Mt. Washington resort owners. 
 
Update:  Service Agreement Development 
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CVRD staff provided an update on the service agreement and explained that they are still waiting for 
a response to the questionnaire from the City of Courtenay. Once all responses are received and 
finance has reviewed, the service agreement can be completed and basic fire service may be provided 
for the upcoming ski season. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Mt. Washington Fire Service Steering Group meeting is to be determined. 
 

The meeting terminated at 12:10 pm. 

Recorded By:   Confirmed: 

S. Speed   T. Ian Smith 

S. Speed 
Branch Assistant – Executive 
Management Branch 

  T. Ian Smith, MCE 
General Manager of Community 
Services 

 


