
7200-20 /Mt Washington 
 

Notes of the meeting of the Mount Washington Steering Group held on January 11, 2019 at 550B 
Comox Road, Courtenay commencing at 10:00am. 
 

PRESENT: 
W. Woodley Strata 799 
K. Gilday  Strata 799 
J. Rathlef  Strata 799 
T. Haglund  Strata 799 
D. Zandee  Strata 799 
K. Armour  Beaufort Heights 
R. Gibson  Bear Lodge 
D. DeMarzo, Acting General Manager of Community CVRD 
Services 
J. Bast, Manager of Fire Services  CVRD 
K. Douville, Manager of Financial Planning CVRD 
B. Green, Fire Chief Oyster River Fire Department 
C. Murray, Deputy Fire Chief  Oyster River Fire Department 
K. Morro, Recording Secretary  CVRD 
 

Meeting commenced at 10:00am, chaired by D. DeMarzo 

ITEMS 

Item 1 – Briefing Note: 2019 – 2023 Financial Plan 
CVRD staff reviewed the financial plan and clarified the 25 per cent increase to the maximum 
allowable requisition recommended for 2022. Questions were raised about capital costs specific to 
building a fire hall. It was reiterated that the building needs to comply with the Architectural Style 
Guidelines of the Mt Washington Ski Resort and meet post disaster specifications of the BC 
Building code. Discussions were had regarding the option of scaling back the building, building in 
phases and if there is opportunity to borrow monies sooner to build earlier than the proposed 2022 
project start.  
 
W. Woodley asked Oyster River Fire Chief for their perspective if scaling back or if building in 
phases is something that works for the fire service members. 
 
The Fire Chief’s concerns are that the fire fighters operational needs have to be met to fully be able 
to service the public. 
 
R. Gibson – If we break project up into phases it will cost significantly more than building all at 
once. 
 
J. Bast suggests that as we get to the design and proposal phase we may ask bidders to provide 
options regarding phasing the construction. 
 
Committee asks if any research has been done to see what other areas in similar situations have 
done. 



 
J. Bast –Staff have reviewed other ski resort fire halls such as Big White, Sun Peaks and Hemlock 
Valley. Hemlock Valley being somewhat similar. It should be noted that Mount Washington’s needs 
are quite unique. 
Committee asks if it’s possible to be sent information on the Hemlock Valley fire hall. 
 
Discussions regarding possibly increasing the requisition from the proposed $0.93 per $1000 of 
assessed value to the maximum allowable of $1.15 per $1000 of assessed value so that building could 
be started sooner. Questions asked if it’s possible to raise the maximum requisition for current 
proposed budget.  

J. Bast said it may be possible to increase the tax requisition for the proposed 2019 budget, but more 
feasible to include that increase in the 2020 financial plan. 
 
D. DeMarzo asks committee if they want to move to raise the requisition for the Mount Washington 
Service Function 240 financial plan in 2020. 
 
Committee asks J. Bast to contact and discuss this option with Mount Washington Alpine Resort 
representatives before moving forward and if they are also in concurrence than the committee 
agrees that if at all possible to raise the tax requisition to the maximum allowable for the current 
proposed 2019 financial plan and if not than to bring forward for the Mount Washington Service 
Function 240 financial plan in 2020.  
 
T. Haglund brought up for discussion that there is nothing noted in the proposed financial plan 
regarding payment to Strata 799 for the use of their heated container for fire service purposes. 
 
Committee agreed that Strata 799 should be compensated for the costs to use their heated container 
for the Mount Washington fire service. 
 
D. DeMarzo suggested that we continue with container use as is until Strata 799 sends the CVRD 
correspondence regarding expenses and propose a rental or lease agreement. Also asked if there is 
room on that property to place a container owned by the Mount Washington Fire Service and lease 
the land? 
 
K. Gilday from Strata 799 will put together and send the CVRD correspondence regarding expenses 
and rental or lease agreement. 
 
Item 2 – Briefing Note: Draft Project Plan, Fire Service Building 
J. Bast gives an overview of the draft project plan, this is a living document and is the latest version. 
Outlines key points for discussion. 
 
Item 3 – Briefing Note: Steering Group Membership 2019 
J. Bast asks committee for input on how we can diversify committee membership to be more 
representative of the greater Mt Washington community. 
 
W. Woodley has sent out communications in the past as well as talked to property owners.  Public is 
supportive but not shown interest in joining committee as of yet. 
 



K. Gilday will contact the various owner groups again to hopefully gain interest in new members 
joining the committee. 
 
Item 4 – Next steps. Discussion  
Fire Chief brought forward the need for lock boxes or codes for buildings and requested contact 
information to request permissions. 
 
Fire Chief would like to remind everyone that fire hydrants on Mount Washington need to be clear 
and accessible in order for the fire fighters to be able to respond to any incidences as soon as 
possible. He encouraged everybody to assist by keeping the hydrants cleared. 
 
Fire Chief will put together correspondence requesting permission for lock boxes and codes to 
buildings as well as reminder regarding fire hydrants and W. Woodley will send out to contact list. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:06am, next meeting to be determined. 


