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Task	  

•  The	  master	  plan	  is	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  
community	  and	  stakeholder	  groups,	  and	  to	  
incorporate	  poten7al	  economic	  opportuni7es	  
and	  ac7ons	  to	  support	  growth	  in	  the	  
agriculture	  sector.	  	  



History	  
•  2002	  Principles	  

1.  The	  fairground’s	  primary	  func7on	  is	  as	  an	  agricultural	  fairground	  	  
2.  Emphasis	  on	  natural	  and	  open	  environments.	  	  
3.  The	  forested	  riverside	  por7on	  of	  the	  site	  should	  be	  protected	  	  
4.  Buildings	  and	  facili7es	  should	  be	  grouped	  to	  create	  posi7ve	  open	  

spaces.	  	  
5.  Accommodate	  simultaneous	  events.	  	  
6.  Facili7es	  should	  be	  mul7-‐func7onal	  wherever	  feasible.	  	  
7.  High	  degree	  of	  legibility	  to	  orient	  first	  7me	  aOendees	  and	  to	  simplify	  

rental	  agreements.	  	  
8.  Efficient	  vehicle	  movements	  on	  and	  off	  the	  site	  	  
9.  Over	  flow	  parking	  needs	  to	  be	  provided.	  	  

	  
10.  Addi7onal	  permanent	  parking	  should	  be	  provided	  very	  cau7ously	  	  



11.  Separa7on	  between	  non-‐compa7ble	  uses	  should	  be	  planned	  for.	  
Likewise,	  grouping	  of	  compa7ble	  uses	  should	  be	  planned	  for.	  	  
	  

12.  Safety	  and	  universal	  access	  should	  be	  provided	  for.	  	  
	  

13.  The	  aesthe7cs	  of	  the	  fairgrounds	  should	  be	  preserved	  and	  
enhanced.	  	  
	  

14.  New	  and	  exis7ng	  buildings	  should	  have	  a	  form	  and	  character	  …	  a	  
West	  Coast	  Pioneer	  Farm	  theme.	  	  

15.  Proposed	  facili7es	  at	  the	  fairgrounds	  should	  not	  compete	  directly	  
with	  established	  businesses.	  	  
	  

16.  The	  master	  plan	  should	  be	  fiscally	  and	  environmentally	  responsible.	  	  
	  

17.  Buildings	  and	  func7ons	  that	  cannot	  be	  jus7fied	  according	  to	  the	  
fairground’s	  vision	  statement	  should	  be	  removed	  over	  7me.	  	  
	  

18.  Rows	  of	  trees	  should	  be	  planted	  to	  green	  the	  site	  	  
	  

19.  Where	  feasible	  install	  permanent	  event	  infrastructure	  (fencing,	  
washrooms,	  etc.)	  to	  minimize	  setup/breakdown	  labour.	  	  
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3.4  A Final Concept 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concept G is a refinement of Concept E with some minor refinements: 

 

• The Agricultural Arena has moved closer to Headquarters Road 

allowing for more of a buffer between the south end of the building 

and the existing track.  This allows for a smoother grading transition 

between the two components. 

• The outdoor Dirt + Storage Building has been realigned to reflect the 

resiting of the Agricultural Arena. 

• The existing stand-alone washroom facility has been maintained and 

incorporated into the north-south pedestrian plaza that divides the 

site. 

 

The Concept G design package also included two additional drawings.  

These have been included on the following pages along with a 

commentary on their specific details. 
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Concept G Floor Plans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Floor Plans were developed for Concept G to illustrate the types of spaces 
that could be included in both the Agricultural Arena and the Multi-Purpose 
Building.  These plans were not proposed as final design solutions but 
more for rationalizing the total building area for each facility.  This was 
necessary in preparing an initial cost estimate. 
 
The Multi-Purpose Building  
The Multi-Purpose Building reuses the existing heavy timber structure of 
the original Barn.  However, the total building envelope would be 
reconstructed utilizing a more finished quality of construction.  In addition, 
the original structure would be added onto significantly.  In the plan above 
the brown portion of the plan represents the existing Barn footprint. 
 
The main Multi-Purpose Room will be approximately 135’ by 87’ and will 
feature a concrete floor with carpeting, properly finished walls, and a 
ceiling system that, while exposing the heavy timber structure, will have 
an attractive acoustic finish.   
 
The Multi-Purpose Building will have an Entry Lobby / Vestibule which will 
provide access to the main room during events as well as direct access to 
the Administration Offices when the main room is locked.  Washrooms 



Since	  2009	  

•  Curling	  Centre	  renova7on	  
•  Stonehenge	  Farm	  acquired	  



Challenges	  
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Opportuni7es	  

•  Impact	  of	  new	  land	  on	  site	  planning	  
•  Suppor7ng	  and	  reinforcing	  current	  programs	  
and	  events	  

•  Accommoda7ng	  new	  events	  
•  Rethinking	  the	  vision	  for	  the	  site	  
•  Linking	  to	  Courtenay	  



Discussion	  Ques7ons	  

•  What	  is	  the	  current	  vision?	  
•  Is	  there	  a	  new	  vision?	  
•  What	  facili7es	  are	  required	  to	  fulfill	  current	  or	  
new	  vision?	  



For	  further	  informa7on:	  
hOp://www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/exgrounds	  

Bob	  Yates	  
bob@yatesthorn.com	  

250-‐598-‐3525	  


